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DBE Defined
DBE (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise)

ïDBEs are for-profit small enterprises where socially and 

economically disadvantaged individuals own at least a 51% 

interest and also control management and daily business 

operations. 

ïAfrican Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, Asian-Pacific 

and Subcontinent Asian Americans, and women are presumed 

to be socially and economically disadvantaged. Other 

individuals can also qualify as socially and economically 

disadvantaged on a case-by-case basis. 



DBE Eligibility
Å To participate in the DBE program, a small business owned and 

controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals 

must receive DBE certification from the relevant stateïgenerally 

through the state Uniform Certification Program (UCP). 

Å To be regarded as economically disadvantaged, an individual 

must have a personal net worth that does not exceed 

$750,000. To be seen as a small business, a firm must meet 

SBA size criteria AND have average annual gross receipts not to 

exceed $22.4 million. Size limits for the airport concessions DBE 

program are higher.

http://osdbuweb.dot.gov/DBEProgram/ucp.cfm


DBE Certification Procedures

ÅMust become certified by one of the UCP 

(Unified Certification Program) agencies ï

ODOT, Cleveland RTA, City of Dayton, 

Cleveland Hopkins (Concessionaires only), 

Columbus Regional Airport Authority 

(Concessionaires only)

ÅUCP Application on line ïwww.OhioUCP.org



DBE Certification Procedures Continued
ÅNo application fee for DBE certification.  

Å All applications for certification must be accompanied by a 

sworn affidavit attesting to the accuracy and truthfulness of 

the information provided.

ÅThe Ohio UCP certification application must be submitted by 

each firm seeking DBE certification including SBA 8(a) and 

Small Disadvantaged Businesses (SDB) and EDGE/MBE. 



DBE Certification Procedures Continued
ÅThe ODOT DBE Certification Officers conduct an on-site 

review at the applicant firmôs premises after a complete 

application has been received. 

ÅApplicant firms must allow the DBE Certification Officer 

to examine and review all books, records, documents 

and files of the firm and its affiliates, inspect its place of 

business and equipment, and permit interviews of its 

principals, agents and employees.



What Types Of Firms Are Utilized In The

DBE Program?

ÅConsultants, contractors & suppliers 

for the planning, design, construction 

and maintenance of Highways, 

Transit and Airports systems.



What DBE Certification can do for a DBE Firm 
Å Work on any DOT funded project

ïFederal Highway (FHWA)

ïFederal Transit (FTA)

ïFederal Aviation (FAA)

ÅFederally funded projects can have goals

ÅPrimes required to contract with DBEôs to meet goals

ïSupportive Services

Å Provide statewide exposure to all contractors bidding on DOT 

Federally funded projects



Types of ODOT ARRA Construction Projects 

151 ïEstimated number of ARRA funded ODOT let projects

Å 18% ïBridge Work (replacement, repair, maintenance, deck 

replacement, painting)

Å 15% - Resurfacing

Å 14% - Railroad Improvements & Rehab

Å 10% - Mill & Fill

Å 7% - Minor rehabilitation

Å 4% - Intersection Improvements

Å 2% - Signalization

THE ABOVE REPRESENTS THE MAJORITY OF ODOT LET WORK THAT 

WILL BE FUNDED BY ARRA



State of Ohio Federal Stimulus Initiative

For more information go to:
http://recovery.ohio.gov/

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/economicrecovery/index.htm

http://www.ohiomeansjobs.com/omj/

Or contact one of the ODOT DBE Section employees at:

1-800-459-3778

http://recovery.ohio.gov/
http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/economicrecovery/index.htm
http://www.ohiomeansjobs.com/omj/
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What is the State of Ohio doing 

to optimize ARRA opportunities for DBE/MBE/EDGE

MBE/EDGE requirements

In addition to DBE participation goals established in ARRA projects in 

accordance with applicable federal laws and regulations, any program 

funded by money appropriated to the State of Ohio under this act shall 

be administered in a manner that encourages participation by MBE & 

EDGE businesses


